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Seventy percent of archaeology is done in a library

I LOVE LEGACY CODE

IT MAKES PEOPLE CRY



1. Talking beats debugging



2. Always start with 
the simplest option



3. Invest in 
your detective skills



Look up
“How to be a wizard programmer”

 by Julia Evans





Seventy percent of archaeology is done in a library



product_names = ["A","C","D"]

What happened to B?



Most important object class 
at a car dealership:

Class Bike



Table names in data warehouse/lake:

Licenses
LicenseInfo
LicenseData
LicensePlates
LicenseRegistrations
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git blame
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tig



$ cd code/bookwyrm/
$ tig



$ cd code/bookwyrm/
$ tig



$ cd code/bookwyrm/
$ tig README.md



Stratography



$ git blame —-color-by-age



$ git config --local --add color.blame.highlightRecent 
"red,6 year ago,yellow,5 year ago,green,4 year 
ago,blue,3 year ago,cyan,2 year ago,magenta,1 year 
ago,white"
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git log -p
git bisect

find
grep

netstat
tcpdump



Why does it always have to be notebooks?

Untitled1.ipynb



“Just run it”



“Just run it”



“Just read it”



Try to answer the 
basic questions first

Who
What
When
Why

This could be an old prototype…



Reading strategies

● I/O
● dependencies/imports
● code structure
● class names
● logging
● docstrings
● comments
● use your IDE



Do a pairing session



When all else fails



?



git

pdb

grep

bash



Thank you :)
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